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[bookmark: _Toc178003825]Applicant eligibility

[bookmark: _Toc178003826]I am interested in applying as an International Co-Applicant. I am a lecturer at my university but don’t hold a PhD – am I eligible?
As an International Co-Applicant it is not a requirement that you hold a PhD. Your involvement in the collaboration should be aligned to your research experience and knowledge. To help with planning how you will achieve your research objectives, you and your Bristol Lead Applicant should consider what future funding opportunities are available, and check with the funder directly on what basis you are able to be part of an application.

[bookmark: _Toc178003827]I am interested in applying as an International Co-Applicant, but I am from a non-academic organisation, can I apply?
The purpose of this funding scheme is to enable sustainable research collaborations that will lead to research grant applications. Therefore, as an International Co-Applicant you should be in the position to collaborate on such funding opportunities. Potential non-academic organisations can include businesses, NGOs, government departments, schools, community groups, social enterprises, or arts or cultural organisations. Your organisation must have the in-house capacity in terms of staff and infrastructure to support the proposed research programme and have sufficient capacity to deliver research and/or other outputs from the programme. It is the responsibility of the University of Bristol Lead Applicant to consult with our team in advance of submitting the application to check the eligibility of International Co-Applicants. It is your responsibility to provide the necessary detail to them so that eligibility can be determined.

[bookmark: _Toc178003828]Can I apply for funding to support the development of my Fellowship application?
This scheme does not support visits that are primarily aimed at training or to support Fellowship applications; the benefits should extend beyond the individual. However, if the project meets all the requirements of the scheme and delivers the required outcomes but also includes plans for a Fellowship, that would be acceptable.

[bookmark: _Toc178003829]Project activity

[bookmark: _Toc178003830]What are the future application deadlines for this scheme? 
The University of Bristol’s academic year runs from 1st August to 31st July inclusive. For the current 2024-25 academic year, our confirmed deadlines are 1st November 2024 and 1st February 2025, for activities taking place in the current academic year (i.e. before 31st July 2025). We may also have a further deadline on 1st May 2025 for activities taking place in the 2025-26 academic year; however, this will not be confirmed until nearer the time.

In future years, the future anticipated quarterly deadlines are:
· 1st August – for activities taking place within the same academic year.
· 1st November – for activities taking place within the same academic year.
· 1st February – for activities taking place within the same academic year.
· 1st May (subject to budget confirmation) – for activities taking place in the following academic year.

[bookmark: _Toc178003831]Is this scheme the same as the International Strategic Fund (ISF)?
No, but there are similarities. The RDI Collaboration Awards scheme represents the merging of several of our previous schemes, including the International Strategic Fund (ISF), Bristol International Research Collaboration Activities (BIRCA), and Bristol ‘Next Generation’ Visiting Researcher Awards. We have drawn upon different elements and strengths of each scheme, and streamlined our activities. Please therefore ensure you fully familiarise yourself with the guidance document for this scheme before commencing your application, as there are some differences from the former ISF.

[bookmark: _Toc178003832]Can I hold a workshop in a third location (i.e. neither in Bristol nor my collaborator’s home city)?
Yes, where this is fully justified and represents value for money. For example, where the activity involves multiple collaborators from across a particular region it may be more practical to identify a third location which acts as a central hub for all collaborators, reducing travel time and costs. 

[bookmark: _Toc178003833]How long should the collaboration activity be for?
We would normally expect most activities to be between one and two weeks in total, allowing for active research development work between the collaborators and planning and delivery of any associated activities. We recognise that sometimes more time is needed, so we are open to longer durations where fully justified; however, longer visits or activities may exceed the maximum budget available per award and you may therefore need to secure additional sources of income to supplement your award. For all activities, we would expect UoB Lead Applicants and International Co-Applicants to work together before the activity or visit to maximise the outcomes of the time together, and we would also expect all awards to have a longer-term legacy and continued engagement and development between the collaborators.

[bookmark: _Toc178003834]If unforeseen circumstances impact on our plans, can we change the dates of the activity/activities?
If circumstances have changed unexpectedly and you need to explore changing the dates of your activity, please contact the RDI team as soon as possible to discuss. All changes will need approval from the RDI team, so please do not make any arrangements (e.g. booking flights) until you have discussed the proposed changes with us and provided us with the rationale, and your request has received approval. We will need to take into consideration several factors which include the implications for the delivery of the activity and outputs outlined in the original application, and any budgetary constraints. Funding for our schemes is based on the University of Bristol academic year which runs from August to July, and it will therefore only be possible to consider date changes within the same funding year.
[bookmark: _Toc178003835]Costings
[bookmark: _Toc178003836]I am a UoB member of staff who will be travelling abroad for my project. Are my visa costs eligible?
Yes, your visa costs (including travel to/from an embassy for interviews, if required) are eligible provided that the travel is essential to the project. As noted in the call specification, visa costs for international collaborators are also eligible costs.

[bookmark: _Toc178003837]Does this award cover the costs of carrying out research?
No. We provide funding to cover the costs of travel, accommodation and subsistence to visit or host research collaborators to develop sustainable research partnerships. Reasonable additional costs such as admin support and catering for workshops are permitted, provided that the focus of these is on research development (i.e. progress towards collaborative bids and other outputs such as co-authored publications). We recognise that collaborators may well undertake some research during the interaction, but this is not the focus of the funding, and costs associated with research are not eligible.

[bookmark: _Toc178003838]Can I employ a Research Associate to support my activity?
Potentially, yes, but it depends on the nature of the work. Some activities, such as full-day workshops, require dedicated support for logistical arrangements such as booking the venue, arranging catering, coordinating attendees, etc. We would normally expect this support to be at an administrative level; however, we recognise that sometimes subject-specific expertise can be beneficial to activity planning. For example, someone with understanding of the subject area who is able to help identify suitable collaborators, design a suitable programme of activities and set an agenda, and provide suitable questions and topics to workshop in order to serve the research development ambitions. This scheme does not, however, support research activity itself, nor buy-out of academic staff time for the purpose of bid or publication writing.

[bookmark: _Toc178003839]My International Co-Applicant is not from an LMIC, but one of the additional collaborators is. How much can I apply for?
We would normally expect most applications to be in the region of £2-3k, however, up to £4k is available per award where fully justified. For applications with an International Co-Applicant from a Low- or Middle-Income Country (LMIC), we will exceptionally make up to £5k available per award where fully justified. This is explicitly in recognition of additional/higher costs including flights and visa costs, and the lack of financial capacity within some LMIC universities to contribute to project costs. Any spend above the usual £4k limit must therefore only be due to the additional costs incurred as a direct result of these circumstances and which might otherwise be a barrier to participation. 

If your International Co-Applicant is from a non-LMIC but you have other collaborators who demonstrably add value to the project and are from LMICs, you can apply for up to £5k if this is necessary to specifically cover the additional costs incurred by LMIC collaborators (such as visa fees). However, we would normally expect your collaborator’s host institution to be making a financial contribution towards the overall project costs. So, in most cases we would not expect an application with a non-LMIC partner to exceed the normal £4k limit. All projects must demonstrate value for money.

[bookmark: _Toc178003840]As part of my project activity, we will be running a workshop in Ethiopia with local community organisations and small NGOs to provide vital local insights into our project. They would only be able to participate if we pay them for their time, and in Ethiopia it is conventional for participants such as this to receive a per diem. Can I pay them for their time?
Yes, under these circumstances it would be acceptable to pay these participants for their time, as they have clear added value for the project and not paying them would be a barrier to their participation. You would, however, need to consult with relevant colleagues in finance and procurement to ensure that your planned method of payment is compliant with University policy and procedures, and consider the potential implications (e.g. for tax or benefits) for the recipients.

[bookmark: _Toc178003841]As part of my project activity, we will be running a workshop in Bristol with the NHS and Cancer Research UK. Can I pay them to participate in my workshop?
No, we would not expect to pay for participation from individuals from large organisations where engagement is in their organisation’s interest and falls within the remit of their salaried roles. 
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